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SERMON 


preached 1 in the Audience of 


His EXCELLENCY 


William Shirley, Elq 


The HoNnoURABLE 


His MAR sT vs CO UNIT 


AND 


Houſe of REyRESENTATIVES 
of the Province of the 


Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New-EnGLAND, 


On the Day of Election of COUNCELLORS for ſaid 
PROVINCE. 


By James Allen, V. D. M. 


Paſtor of the Church in Brookline, 


— 
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Magiftratus cuſtos eſt utriuſ tabulz, veram religionem- plantare debet 
et dilectionem erga proximum, eliminare quicquid iftis contraium ſeſe 
fert Ne putent ſe ad otium et ad opes corrad-naas 
vocari in eam dignitatem — jed uns ocuio Deum, alters jubditos 
reſpiciant. Aret. de Aagiſt. 

Juſtitiæ ferende cauſa Reges efſe creatore. Bod. 
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Council- 
Chamber in Bos rox, upom 7 burſaay 
the Thirty firſt of May, 1744. 


IL DER, Eſqrs. be a 
 Commltice / to give the Thanks of 
this Board to the Rev. Mr. 
Allen, for his 8 preached 
Veſterday before the General- Court, 
and to defire of him a Copy thereof 
for the Þ —_ EE. 
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Len the Throne. * 


N Isa An vi. Te 


1 the Year Rn King Uzziah tab Jau the Tons 
n Ma a Throne, high and lifted 1p. — 


2 1 8 the juſt ab of the 
C©. contemplative, Pſalmiſt, that the 
$201 heavens declare the glory of GOD, 
and the firmament ſheweth his 
bandy-work; and that the earth 

| is the Lozn' s, and the fulneſs 
thereof, he hath founded it upon 
the hs and eſtabliſhed. it; upon, the floods. Now if 

GOD had wiſdom to contrive, and power to effect 
theſe beautiful globes, he has an indiſputable right to 
| + * Ee the 


. 


the government of them, and is certainly qualified 
for it: Nor may it be thought, that it does not com- 
port with his majeſty, or is an obſtruction to his quiet 
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and happineſs to concern himſelf in the government 
of the world. The notion of Lucretius is contradic- 
tory to that idea of the divine being, the oracles of 
truth furniſh us with. To ſuppoſe, that, when he 


had made the world, he took no further thought or 


care, but left it to ſhift for itſelf, implies one or other 
of theſe abſurdities, that he either made it for no wiſe 
deſign, or through ſome miſtake in its formation it 


did not anſwer his original purpoſe ; like an unſkilful 


artificer, not having framed his work according to 
the model of it in his own mind, throws it by, and 
does not care what becomes of it : But as it is a moſt 
wiſe production, that has no blotches or blunders in 
it, but in all its parts exquiſitely done, and every way 
correſpondent to the deſign in the eternal mind, there 
can be no reaſon. upon this account why he ſhould 
not govern it. And then, as he is a moſt wiſe agent, 
and all his works the effects of counſel, and conſe- 
quently had ſome wiſe deſign in making it, tis abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for him to govern it, in order to ac- 
compliſh- that deſign; and how can he act more like 
Himſelf, and diſplay the glory of his perfections better, 


than by preſerving the ſeveral ranks of beings, in that 


harmonious and admirable order they were placed in 
at firſt? or why ſhould it be thought below his dig- 


nity to regard the works of his own hands? or can 


it be any difficulty to an omniſcient and omnipotent 
being to attend ſuch a number of things as the govern- 
ment of the world includes? To imagine this is to 

— — — renee. on em — —— —„— — ——— +, — N Hh it 


on i, and of our duty to acknowledge GOD in all 
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limit the moſt high, debaſe his excellencies, and 
bring him down upon a level with his creatures, and 
to think that becauſe we find our minds and powers 
ſo narrow and limited, that a ſmall number of objects 
bound our thoughts and cares, therefore the inſpec- 
tion of ſo many muſt be a burden to GOD himſelf. It 
becomes us better to confeſs and adore with the 


pſalmiſt, than to object againſt providence, The Loxp 


reigneth, he is chthed with majgſty.—be is the king of 


all the earth. But then, as to the form of that govern- 


ment which he exerciſes, it is a ſubje& ſo ſublime 
and myſterious that we can fay but little of it; and 
therefore having aſſerted that the Loxp reigns, he 
preſently adds, that chuds and darkneſs are round 
about him, His way is in the ſea, his path in 
the mighty waters, and his footſteps are not known. 
But tho', the arcana imperii are an height we 
can't reach, a depth we can't fathom, yet we muſt 
think there is a great deal of reaſon and righteouſneſs 
in them ; and that a moſt beautiful ſcene would open 
to us, if we were let into all the ſecret ſprings of the 
divine government, and could trace the various ſteps 
and gradation by which every deſign is accompliſhed. 

Good men, in all ages, have been ſo well fatisfied 
with the wifdom, goodneſs and equity of providence, 


that they have acquieſced in it, rejoiced in tribulation, 


triumphed when ſurrounded with greateſt dangers, 
and thick and black clouds have impended over the 
church or ſtate, and threatned its ſubverſion. 

| Kt is from our profeſſed belief of his all-diſpoſing 
providence, and juſt ſenſe of our abſolute dependance 


— — —— — — — — 
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| our ways, and implore his direction in an affair of the 
| higheſt importance, and wherein the intereſt: of the ; 
| province, both civil and religious, is ſo nearly con- ” © 
cerned, that we are now e in this houſe, f 


| 
| 
| worthip. 


Thanks be to the LoRD upon the throne, that our 
civil liberties granted by the RoY AL CHARTER are 


| continued, under the auſpicious reign of kingGEoRGE 
the IId; and that this day is again revolved upon us, 
| wherein the heads of our tribes, are met together to 
| | ſele& and conſtitute, by the conſent of the governour, 


one main branch of our legiſlature. 

And whereas your Excellency and the honourable 
Board have called me,however unworthy, to declare 
the counſels of heaven to you, upon this occaſion; 
ftirring up your pure minds, by way of remembrance, 
I defire to ſpeak with humility and fear, as. becomes 
the oracles of GOD, and with fidelity to my great 
| LokD and Masrrx, knowing chat I muſt give an 
| Account. | 7 
| When the angel of the Loxp appeared unto Mz ofes 
| in a flame of fire, out of the midſt of a Buſh, he 
| ſaid, I will now turn aſide, and ſee this great Agb; 
| 
| 


o let us all now turn aſide, for a while, and lift up 
| our eyes above the- hills, above the firmament, and 
| behold with the wondring prophet the LoRD fitting 
upon a throne high and hfted up. 


| The prophet Jſaiab was of noble birth, of the 
royal family, and nephew to king Uzziah he here 
| ſpeaks of, as the Jews relate. And he was of a noble 
ſpirit, and not exceeded by any that propheſied be- 
fore, or after him in clearneſs and abundance of 
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viſions, and revelations, eſpecially concerning the 
e MrsslAn; and in a curious and polite, lofty and 
- MM majeftick ſ tile. „ getit 7109 


I !he firſt words of my text ſpread a melancholy 
> gloom upon the face of rulers. In the year that king 
7 Uzziah died. Tho' a great man in Iſrael, and a 
good man, yet he died. Neither grace nor grandure 
can exempt from death. Princes, who are in a qua- 
llified ſenſe the breath of a people's noſtrils, derive their 
breath from Gop; and when it pleaſes him, the ſo- 
vereign arbiter of life, ther breath goes forth, they re- 
turn to the earth, and in that very day their thoughts 
2 periſh, Whatever diſtinction Gop, in his providence, 
has made betwixt one man and another, in civil 
> reſpects, they are all in death's account equal. King 
> Uzz1ah's reign was long and proſperous, and Judah 
was happy under it; but he muſt not live always: 
It is the prerogative of him, whom the prophet ſaw 
upon the throne, to be the KING ETERNAL. 


It was in the year of this king's death, that 1/azab 
had his viſion. GOD, at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by the 
prophets ; ſometimes by dreams, ſometimes by an 
audible voice, and ſometimes by viſions, as here to 
1jaiah, and afterwards to Ezekiel by the river Chebor. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that the eyes of the prophet 
were ſo ſtrengthned by a ſupernatural power, as that 
he ſaw into the third heaven, at fo vaſt a diſtance ; 
but he had a repreſentation of the light & glory of it, 
' FX conveyed to his mind by ſome ſenſible images, and 
of the Lok /#ting upon à throne there, not like king 
Solomon's, a throne of ivory, and overlaid with the 

gs 9 — 2 
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pureſt gold, but a * ſaphire throne, tranſcendently 
bright and glorious, above all competition or controul, 
and commanding over all other thrones. 


There are ſeveral important articles which might 
come under our confideration here, as the heads of 
wy preſent diſcourſe : * 

s, 

I. The perſon whom the 1 few chis exalted 

and di gniſied. 

II. The import of his advancement, or the ideas it 

ſerves to convey to us. 
III. His qualifications for his * ation. 
IV. The extent of his dominion. 
V. The nature and form of his adminiſtration, &c. 


But I muſt confine myſelf to the two firſt of theſe 


heads. 

I. Then, I am to conſider who it is that the 
prophet ſaw upon the throne. 

It could not be any Meer man, Or an angel, aſſum- 
ing a human form. It is the place of the angelical 
orders to ſtand about the throne, and miniſter unto 
it; and this is honour enough for them. It was a 
divine perſon, the Son oF GOD, the roo? and the 
offfpring of David, the bright and morning ſtar. Some 
think it was the firft of the divine perſons who was 
exhibited to the prophet, and that we read of a like 
appearance of his, Dan. vii. 9. I beheld till the thrones 
were caſt down, and the ancient of days did fit, whoſe 
garment was white as ſnow, and the Sins of his head 
hke the pure wool, his throne was like the fiery flame, 
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and his wheels « as Sara ng fire, &c. But I rather 2 WW 
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this to be underſtood of CHRIST, who is called the 
ancient of days, becauſe of his immutable and eternal 
* divinity, and that it is a miſtake to aſſert that the 
FarkkER, or the Hol GHosT ever appeared in ſuch 
a a low and diminutive form; but the Son often oc- 
caſionally did fo, for he was to be incarnate, veil his 
glory, and dwell among us. Thus he appeared to 
Abrabam; and in the fame ſhape, upon the burning 
mount, at the giving of the law; and, in the like 

manner to 15 for ſo the viſion is explained, John 
12. 41. Theſe things ſaid Iſaiah, when he ſaw bis 
glory and ſpake of bim: All which appearances were 
> undoubtedly defigned to prefigure his aſſumption of 
the nature of man, and its ſubſequent advancement 
to the throne of GOD, the authority of a prince and 
= a judge theres oo... b 
> Whether he aſſumed the form of that individual 
e body he appeared in afterwards, is an inquiry more 

= ſpeculative than practical. 

- = To ſet upon the throne of his FarHER was the 
glory he had with him before all worlds, and which 


* 
* 
2 


al 
o be had a natural right to: And it is alſo the glory 
the FarhkER promiſed him as the reward of our 
a = , PEO | Dads 3 
e Redemption, Ifaiah liii. 12. Therefore will I divide 
e him a portion with the great, and he ſhall divide the 
8 = ſpoil with the ſtrong, becauſe be hath poured out his 
2 foul unto death. — Pfalm xvi. 11. Thou wilt ſhew me 
the path of life, in thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, at 
= thy right hand are pleaſures for evermore. In the 
== Proſpect of this recompence he engaged, ſuffered the 
2 croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame, and is now thus highly 
7 exalted above all principality, and power, and might, 
1 and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
rin this world, but alſo in that which is to come, and 
X77 Path put all things under his feet. 7 
EF” | The 
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1 


The apoſtle John long ſince beheld him in the ſame 


place and poſture, | Rev. 5. 1. with all the ſhining 


myriads about him, and praiſing of him. 


# 
1 4 


* 


It is then an exalte, Jesvs the prophet ſaw, and I 
am now ſpeaking of. He that was made lower than 
the angels, is now crowned with glory and honour. 
And ſuch an high prieſt the chriſtian has, who 1s ſet 
down on the right hand of the throne of the majeſty in 
the heavens. J hope you will all hear the report with 
pleaſure, I am ſure, if thro' grace we arrive at the 
viſion that comes after, it will never tire us. CHRIST 
upon the throne is the attractive object of every eye, 
and engages every heart, angels behold and wonder, 
and faints adore the riſenGOD : His throne is guarded 
with legions of bleſſed ſpirits, who with united voices 
proclaim his excellencies and ſhout his praiſes. They 
did not diſdain to fing his birth to humble ſhepherds, 
and now with joy celebrate the glories of his exalta- 
tion. And the redeemed and perfected ſpirits unite 
in the conſort, Rev. 19. beg. I heard a great voice of 
much people in heaven, ſaying, Alleluja, ---- for the 
LORD GOD omnipotent reigneth. Thus the faints 
are joyful in glory, the children of Zion are joyful 
in their king,they ſing with loud Hoſannah's to the ſon 
of David, the vaults of heaven eccho with ſongs of 
praiſe, and the triumph ſhall never end: Bleſſed are 
they that dwell in thy courts, they will be ſtill praiſing 
thee. Thus the Lorp Jesus CHRIST, the eternal 
Son of GOD, from a low and humble ſtate on earth, 


is advanced ro the higheſt ſeat of dignity, and ſuſ- 
tains a poſt of the utmoſt grandure in the heavenly 
world : He ſets upon a throne of majeſty, that com- 
mands reverence and honour from us who are now 
worthipping at his feet, and from all intelligent W. VN 
| 8 
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He ſets upon a throne of grace, to which we may 


may come boldly. The conſideration of his maje 

might make us afraid to draw near and ſpeak to him: 
This effect it had upon the prophet, when he beheld 
the glory of the Lorp, Then, ſaid I, wo is me, I am 
undone: But he is exalted upon a mercy-ſeat, with a 
rainbow ( an emblem of mercy ) about his head: 
This invites the ſinner to him, even to his ſeat, to lay 
open his wants, complain of his grievances, and im- 
plore his compaſſion and help. He ſets upon a throne 
of GRACE to give out pardons to humble ſupplicants, 
and communicate bleſſings to the poor and needy ; 
and he is as ready to give as we can be to aſk them. 


He ſets upon a throne of government, giving out 
his laws, and demanding our obedience, and obſerv- 


F ing what regards we pay to them, that he may re- 
ward, or puniſh us accordingly : For the throne of 
Judgment is alſo his; and at his word we either ſtand 


or fall. | 
Having thus ſpoken of the perſon, the prophet ſaw 


upon the throne of glory, high and lifted up: 


I proceed to conſider, 


II. The import of the viſion, or the ideas it ſerves 
to convey to us. And it certainly includes all that is 
great and good. The ſubject is truly ſublime, and full 
of myſtery, and we may never expect to comprehend 
it while in our preſent ſtate of imperfection, but the 
advantages of it to us, are ſurpriſingly great and various. 

CHRIST hon the throne in our nature, what can 
be more delightful to hear and contemplate? And how 
great and boundleſs the expectations it raiſes in us? 
He is now ready to all acts of care about his people, 


they 
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they are ever under his eye, and within reach of his 
arm; he is a ſun to enlighten, a ſhield to defend, and 
a fountain to ſupply them : What more is needful to 
encourage the active chriſtian, to revive the droop- 
ing faint, or to aſtoniſh the daring ſinner ? CHRIS T's 
advancement is the believer's aſſurance, that he ſhall 
live and reign with him in that bleſſed world, where 
they ſhall hunger no more, neither ſhall the ſun light on 
them, nor any heat; for the lamb which is in the miaſt 
of the throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto 


living fountains of waters, and GOD ſhall wipe away 


all tears from their eyes. 
To be particular here, 

1. This exaltation of CHRIST ſpeaks the franſcen- 
dant dignity and excellency of his perſon, that he is 
worthy of the throne he ſets on, and qualified for all 
the great deſigns of his advancement. It would be a 
diſhonour to the wiſdom of GOD to place him there, 


if he was a mean perſon, or an inſufficient ruler : It 


ſpeaks his joint-intereſt in the FATHER, the eternal 
head of government, and oneneſs with him in nature 
and glory: For GOD never did, or will receive any 
other into the throne, to ſhare the dignities and pre- 
rogatives of it : To which of the angels ſaid he at any 
time, ſet thou at my right hand? Nothing like it was 
ever ſpoken to any of them. They are the fut and 
pureſt productions of divine light, above man in his 
original ſtate of integrity and perfection; but infinite 
deſcents below the Son of GOD, and pay their joint 
homage to him in the loweſt poſtures of humility and 
reverence. Their wiſdom is folly ; their power, 
weaknets ; and their holineſs, impurity, compared 
with his. This vaſt diſproportion they themſelves do 
readily acknowledge, and are aſhamed and bluſh at 

the 
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the flupidity of ſome men, in debaſing im almoſt to 
a level with themſelves: The excellency of CRIST 
infinitely tranſcends all angelical perfection; ſome faint 
rays of this glory were viſible to his diſciples, Thro 
is veil of fleſh : We bebeld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the FATHER,-— John i. 14. But how 
little of it appeared to them, in reſpect of what the 
7 prophet ſaw, when HE was fitting upon his throne, 
with all the celeſtial inhabitants about him, and ſpark- 
ling in all the bright rays of the Fa rHER's glory, and 
His own. The prophet Ezekiel had a like viſion of 


7 
Of, 
i 
Te, 

* 


7 him, cloathed with robes of dazzling light. But af- 


3 
8 


ter all, we may not ſuppoſe that the fulneſs of glory 
was viſible to either of them: It was not the ſplendor 
of unveiled majeſty, but the /ikeneſs of his glory; the 
Fulneſs of it, is light inaccęſſible and cannot be viewed 
by mortal eyes. Glorified ſpirits have much brighter 
= viſions of him. The ſoul in its exalted ſtate ſhall ſee 
the king in bis beauty, all the perfections of that in- 
> finitely great and glorious nature in their brightneſs 
and purity, the effect whereof will be the higheſt ad- 


= miration, ardent love, and an eternal ſpring of uni- 


I} a 
verſal praiſe 
« 19 OE 

9 Ds 0 


2. It ſpeaks the utmoſt grandeur. To aſcend a 
> throne is the very top of preferment ; fleſh and blood 
> can riſe no higher: The moſt aſpiring tempers do 
but aim at this, and have no notion of a ſuperiour ad- 
vancement; and it is but here and there one, that 
can graſp the royal dignity. This honour was con- 


| ferred upon ChRIST at his aſcention, according to the 


1 i prediction, Pial. 47. 5. GOD is gone up with a ſhout ; 
dhe Lokp with the ſound of a trumpet ; ing praiſes to 
60D; ing praiſes to our king, 15 


or he is the king of 
5 al! 


all the earth : The Loxp reigneth over the heathen, be 1 
fitteth upon the throne of bis holineſs, the ſhields of the | 
earth belong unto him, he is greatly exalted, He pro- YZ 
miſed but little grandeur when he was ſtretched upon 
a croſs, the ſport of men, and the mark of violence. 
Man thought the meaneſt honour too much for him, 
but in GOD's eſteem all the glory of heaven was not 
too great: When he was arraigned at the bar, he in- 
timated that he ſhould by and by aſcend a throne, and 
head an empire comprehending both heaven and 
earth, and they ſhould hereafter fee him coming in tbe 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, attended : 
with all the holy angels, to take vengeance upon his 1 8 
i enemies: They entertain'd the report, (as we may #1 
imagine) with a diſdainful ſmile ;. thinking it no-bet- * 
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. ter than the wilds of enthuſiaſm, for ſo mean a pron 
bl to challenge fo exalted honours : He was born in a 
. ſtable, begun his life with brutes, and ended it with 3 


malefactors; but now is the Loxp of hoſts, principa- 

lities and powers: oh ſurpriſing change, and beyond 

I. all imagination to them by whoſe wicked hands he was 

5 crucified and ſlain | here he was deſpiſed of men; there | 

5 wa is adored by angels: here in contempt. and mock- | "B 
| he was crowned with thorns ; but now he wears ] : 
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0 

f 

1 

. 

h 

h 

41 crown of glory: here he was nailed to a croſs ; b 

but there he ſets upon a throne high and lifted up: b 

here he groaned under the weight of fin! and the 91 4h 
curſe; there he triumphs : here = had no form or 

comelineſs ; but ob he ſhines in all the beauties and 

glories of the god-head, and has the moſt profound 


reſpect and veneration paid him . the infinite num- | E 
bees ng him, 2 


E 


F 


O. 


3. i | 
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3. It aſſures us of the accompliſhment of our re- 
demption. The FarhER that choſe him to this 
Work, knew him equal to it. He did not lay the 
help of his periſhing creature upon a broken reed, 
but upon one that was mighty. The burden was too 
heavy for an angel's ſhoulders, but the Sox was able 
to bear it, he could both fulfil the precept and ſuffer 
the penalty of the violated law; and ſo diſcharge the 
debt we owed to inflexible juſtice. The FATHER, 
by an audible voice from the excellent glory, teſtified 
his acceptance of what he had done: And the Sox 
2 appeals to him, when leaving the world, that he had 
7 glorified him on the earth, and finiſhed the work he 
had given him to do ; and, according to the eternal 
compact between them, ſupplicates for that glory 
be enjoyed before the world was, which was as 
= readily given him, as it was aſked for, as the pſalmiſt 
by ſpirit of prophecy declares, I have ſet. my king up- 
an my holy hill of Zion, Pal. ii. 6. He raiſed him 
from the diſhonours of the grave, and placed him at 
his own right hand; and the grandeur he now poſ- 
ſeſſes, is an inconteſtible evidence, as of the dignity of 
his perſon, ſo of the ſufficiency of his ſacrifice ; for if 
he had not accompliſhed the work he engaged in, 
1 but it had come imperfect from his hand, he had not 
: been thus advanced, but left eternally under .the 
= power of death. His reſurxection aſſures us, that the 
1 whole debt was paid, the thundering law filenced, and 
3 the juſtice of GOD has no further demands to make 
upon us. We have nothing to do now in way of 
= /atisfattion ; but our whole work is to believe in, 
| [ 4 dere and love a once crucified, but now enthroned 
Irsus. He is gone to heaven, as he came from it 
on our account, and is making interceſſion for tranſ- 
| C greſſors 
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bleſſings conveyed down to us, from the fountain of 
love and mercy, by his means? And how much 
greater thoſe we are the joyful ex pectants of? What 
is it that GOD reconciled is not willing to do for us? 
If we miſs of pardon and grace here, ſalvation. and 
glory hereafter, it is our own fault. The «pg 
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argument is ſtrong and convincing, that ſeeing GO? 


ſpared not his own Sox, but delivered him up for us all, 


Rom. viii. 32. 


4. It intimates to us, that he is open to the view | 


of all the celeſtial inhabitans. A Throne is the moſt 
Fecblick (tation, and the perſon upon it affords an ad- 


vantage for a general notice ; no one is debarred from 


viſion, but every eye fees him. Here the believer has ö . 


ſometimes a glimpſe of his glory, and his love thro 


the thick medium of ordinances; but this is perſonal 


and fecrer * but there he exhibits himſelf to all at 
once; they behold with open face the glory of the 
Lorp ; and as the fun ſometimes forms its likeneſs 
in a cloud, ſo they are transformed into the ſame image, 
from glory to glory. There's no need of any artifice, 
of taking the advantage of riſing ground, or of climb- 
ing the heamore-tree to behold him, for he is not hid 
in a throng, nor is the viſion tranſient, but he is 
fixed upon a throne, and always to be ſeen. And 
with what pleaſure and admiration do they behold 
him f The company of prophets and apoſtles, the 
noble ar my of mar tyrs, thegeneral aſſembly of believers 
and church of the firft- born, will afford an additional 


ſhall be not with him freely give us all things? 
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joy; but it is Jesvs the mediator that fills the ſoul 

- a delight and fatisfaQtion, and is infinitely more-to 
it than all heaven beſides. It is the favour he 
demands for all this r that they may be where 
be it, to behold his glory: And this is the believers 
43 ardent wiſh, and perpetual defire ; and the grant of it 
is ſure. It is given in promiſe to them, They ſhall walk 
= with me in white, for they are worthy . erer fit 
ich me en my throne. 


4 3. And Ino come to what 1 chiefly efign. It 
Z denotes his actual government over all things. A 
EZ Throne ſpeaks dignity and authority: and all power is 
= his both in heaven and on earth. The Government of 
XZ the world is upom his ſhoulder ; and his name wonderful, 
ccbuncellbur, the mighty GOD, the everlaſting Father, 
= the prince of peace, of the mnoreaſe of his government 
and peace there ſhall be no end; upon ie throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, #0 order it and to efabliſh 
= 7 avith judgment and with juſtice, frombenceforth even 
= for ever: Theſe are ſome of the magnificent and lofty 
= expreſſions of the holy men of GOD concerning the 
dominion of Curr, ſpeaking as they avere moved by 
the 'Hory GwosT-; and after this pompous manner 
the — have all along deſcribed the glories" of th 
Kin 
| hom ancient bobthen confined the PEPIN 'of GOD 
to the ſipreme heavens, over the angelical orders, and 
would not allow that he had any concern in the 
affairs of this Yower world, the government of ki 
doms, ſtates and empires; but the oracles of tuch 
inſtruct aus better.” It 1 18 true, thot 1 18 the moſt notte 
part of his dominion, but hee is ſaid to iht down from 
— not as « bare Jpefat r of the actions of men, 
2 but 
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every man wt" 7 2g to his org 8 or ya 1 
has nothing to do, takes no place in the world, except i 
in the abſurd-imaginations o* men: The prophetEze- 
Kiels wheels don't move & roll at random, but under 
the direction of the cherubims. The government f 
CHRIST is a diſcreet & wiſe authority, which none can 
juſtly fault: The wiſeſt politicians, in their moſt deli- 
berate acts, are often guilty of. miſtakes ; and, when 
they ſee che event of things, wiſh they had ordered = | 
- otherwiſe : But there is no imprudence or injuſtice *# 
in CHRIST, in his whole management. Some of his 
diſpenſations have the face of abſolute ſovereignty; but 
it is becauſe our faculties are not ſtrong enough to ſee 
into the amazing depths of wiſdom contained in them : 
Others may ſeem to us diſorderly and confuſed, tho' 
there is accountable reaſon for them. As to one event 
and another, we may ſay and admire as Rom. xi. 33. 
Ob the de pth of the riches, both of the wiſdom and know- 
ledge of E OD! how unſearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways paſt. finding out! Our Lord CHRIST, in 
the execution of his REGAL office, is repreſented as 
mounted upon a Cherub, riding upon the beavens, and 
hing upon the wings of the wind: And the wonders 
of his providence are expreſſed in terms moſt ſublime, 
both as to his acts of terror & vengeance upon his ene- 
mies, and of help to his friends: When he ariſes out 
of his place the carthᷣ trembles, the foundations of the 
Hilli are ſhaken, becauſe he is wroth ;, there goes a ſmoak | 
out of bs, noſtrils, and fire out of bis mouth devoureth. 1 
«When, his people are in diſtreſs, He rideth upon tbe 
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Kravens for their help, and in his excellency on the ſhie ; | 
122 r 3 in their courſes fight. their battles again/i 
Siſera. - The clouds are 4. chariots, from them he 

0 5 Alba 


An Election SERMON. 21 


7% diſcharges his thunders, to the terror and amazement 
of mankind; and by them he waters the earth, and 
makes it verdant and fruitful, adorns it with the 
beautiful proſpects it now affords us: And at his plea- 
ſure he ſhifts the ſcene, changes the face of the earth, 
trips it of his gay attire, and puts every thing around 
us in a dying poſture, to remind us that we ourſelves 
are ſo: By the breath of GOD' the froſt is given, and 
the breadth of the waters ſtraitned, and he ſeals up the 
bands of every man: And then he operates unden the 
earth, where no eye of man can penetrate, or his 
band reach, and makes the pillars of the world tremble : 
Hie ſhakes it with the ſame eaſe that we can move a 
= /inger, or wave a feather, either from natural cauſes, 
or by an immediate act of power, we can't tell which, 
nor how; at this our hearts tremble and are moved out 


= The great and ſudden changes in public affairs; 
the revolutions of ſtates and kingdoms, which ſur- 
prize and aſtoniſh us, are the effects of a defigning 
mind, of an alwiſe cauſe. The various conditions and 
circumſtances of men, that ſome are proſperous, 
= others adverſe; ſome rich, and others poor; ſome in 
= dignity, while others are low and level with the earth; 
is not the reſult of meer chance, but the defign of 
3 CHRIsT, and for 2o;ſe ends. The beauty and glory 
of the whole conſiſts very much in the variety of its 
= parts: And the qualifications of men, for the diffe- 
rent /fations and parts they are to act, in the rank of 
rational beings,is from CHRIS the fountain of wiſdom. 
Thus CHRISH pen the throne is the LorD of all, and 
bas authority and power ſufficient: to govern. all. by 
3 himſelf, and without the inſtrumentality of men or 
angels; but he is pleaſed: to make uſe of them in the 

COTS = conduct 
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conduct of lis affairs both ci and eccigfiaſticul. As 
to his government by angelt we know but little of it: 
They are inviſihle agents in "the ſervices they do 

us; but his rule by en is evident and indiſputable; 
for he has faid, Fudges and officers ſpalt thou mul in 
all thy gates which the LoD thy GOD giveth thee 
| throughout” thy tribes; umd they ſhall judge the people: 

and the civil-ruler is called be miniſter of GOD. The 
diſtinction of ing and fabjed, rulbrs and ruled, is 
not the 2 of deſigning men, but of divine 
ordination : Tis CurIsT: upon the throne that has 
appointed magiſtracy, that advances nen to ſuperiour 
or ſubordinate — and accompliſhes them for 
government; and has declared to us for What end he 
doth it, and accordingly what the people over whom 
they prefide may expect from them, and they from 
Dim as they behave and manage in their reſpective 
3 and alſo "what regard: he will have ol « xn to 
them. 

And here I ſhall be partiularas'the 22 leads 
me. Z 
I a  Mogiſtraty is an inſtitution of C Canes = 
upon the throne. This Is an affertion that ſtands in 1 
the ſtrongeſt light in the ſacred oracles. The wiſdom 
of GOD thought it highly neceſſary for man in his 
apoſtate condition, whatever it might have been if 
he had kept his — "fate, and retained his 
original purity and glory; and therefore impoſed it 
not as a burden, but a "bloſfi upon mankind ; for 
what is or can be more beneficial to the world? Tis 
the very life and ſoul of humane ſociety; without it, 
what- but al cor and contentions might be | 
expected? Oppreſion, injuſtice, and the moſt flagitious 
po Frag would ſoon lift up their heads and grow 

rampant, | 
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rampant, and the whole earth become a theatre of 
3 | the molt bloody tragedies, An ungovern'd fociety "of. 
men would be no better than a 1 of favage beaſts, 
| Vorryin g and devouring one another: Fo prevent 
3 | this confuſion, GOD has' inſtituted civil government to 
be a guard upon our perſons and lives, and defend 
guns from the violence and injuries we mighe be expoſed 
to from men more craſty and powerful than ourſelves. 
It was an unhappy - funsture when there was no 
| king in Iſrael to reſtrain the boiſterous luſts and head- 
| ſtrong paſſions of the people; but every man did that 
= which was right in his own eyes; libertiniſin and li 
I | centioujnejs, idolatry and a pract. cal contempt of GOD, 
L ww /aws and nr Bo broke in like a flood upon the 
nation, and expoſed them to the a angry reſentments of 
4 | | Fenn Where allauthoritative 8 88 coercive power 18 
taken off, men will ſoon think that 2c here there 7s no 
law, there is no- tranſgreſſion, and make it evident that 
it was not ſo much the dread of hell, as of a halter, 
that reſtrained them from the greateſt villanies. | 
A common-wealth without government is like a 


xz body without eyes, which ftands expoſed to a thouſand 
in miſchiefs, but can defend itſelf from none of them: 


= To take away government, would'be to deprive man- 
= kind of all that is ci and ſacred, and to reduce a 

= | | beautiful world to a meer chaotical ſtate of darkneſs 
and confuſion ; but a -well-ordered common-wealth 


| it bo beautiful. and glorious to behold ! And how hap- 
for py the BRITISH conſtitu tion! and how juſtly may it 


be the admiration” and the envy of the nations about 
it, with a KING upon the throne, ſwaying the ſceptre 
af r:ghteouſneſs, with His nobles about him, and officers 
under him, in their ſeveral degrees of ſubordination 1 
nn * ſome little and faint reſemblance of the 
propbet's 


furrounded with: his miniſters, the holy angels, who are 


either of life or pro 
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prophet's viſion of the Loxp fitting upon bis throne, 


n his glory and ſerving his government: Thus 
* , the fountain of light is placed in the centre, 
with the /ars and planets in their reſpective orbs; and 
different degrees of magnitude, revolving about him, 
and all contributing to the benefit of our ſyſtem. But 
ſu ppoſing, that government had not been of divine 
inſtitution, but mankind had been left intirely to their 
own liberty, there is no doubt but they would ſoon 
have been ſo fully convinced of the abſolute neceſſity 
of it, that they would not have continued long with- 
out it. Anarchy is ſuch a ſtate as no reaſonable man 
would chooſe, there being no manner of ſafety in it, 
It was an ancient cuſtom 
among the Perſians to abropate the laws of the king- 
dom, ſhut up their courts of judicature, and filence 
the oracles of juſtice upon the death of their ſovereign, 
and every man was left to his on empire for five 
days together; in Which time ſuch horrid things were 
done, and outrages committed as to convince them, 
by fad experience of the want of a king, and the ne- 


ceſſity of laws. It was the juſt obſervation of the 
roman oraror, Nihil tam aptum eft ad jus conditionem- 
gue nature, quam imperium, fine quo, &c. Nothing is 
o adapted to the ſtate and priviledge of humane nature 
as government, without which it is impoſſible that 
Families, cities or natians ſhould ſubſiſt, yea without 5 


it the race of mankind would be ſoon extindt. 

There 1s doubtleſs a certain æconomy in the world 
ove, amongft the bright intelligences that encompaſs 
the throne of. G0. and the Lamp : This ſeems to 
be plainly intimated by the diſtinguiſhing titles given 


them of thrones, dominions, angels, erbat cheru- ® 


W | bim, 


_ 
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bim, and ſeraphims: There is a ſort of regimen. in 


the /arry regions, in their higher and lower ſcituati- 
tions and degrees, without which compoſition, they 


could not properly be called an army: And there 
is ſomething of this to be found amongſt the irrational 


tribes ; the bees, as Virgil and others have obſerved, 


have their King, and the cranes their lader; and they 
XZ obſerve their nocturnal watches in diſpoſed orders. 
Thus magiftracy is an ordinafice of CHRIST, the alwiſe 
600 and ſupreme Loxp of the world: And ſeeing 
he has conſtituted it among men, he certainly de- 
mando our practical acknowledgment of it; and who 
would be loth and backward to make this conceſſion, 
2X ſince we are all beholden to government, for order, 
/ 3 | peace and religion? We are certainly worthy of no- 
thing but confuſion, if we are ungrateful to GOD, for 
regular government: Now we may dwell quietly in 
== our houſes, or fit under our own vines and fig-trees, and 
none to make us afraid: Now the wealth we obtain 


by honeſt induſtry, may be inſured to poſterity : Now 


we may be build temples for the worſhip of G OD, 


without danger of having them pulled down, by /a- 
8 crilegious bands; and adore the GOD that made us, 
without being moleſted with mutinies and wproars | : 


Now we may enjoy our ſabbaths, and have conſtant 
opportunities for our ſouls, in the free uſe of all thoſe 
means,. whereby immortal ſpirits are trained up for 


| the heavenly world :. For theſe things, bleſs we GOD, 
. and honour the. KING. | | 


But in aſſerting civil government to be an infti- 


ftution of CHRIST, I don't intend that any par- 
ticular form of it is ſo; for this, the apoſtle ex- 
preſſly fays, is an human ordinance. It was never the 
deſign of GOD, that any one model ſhould univerſally 
obtain amongſt mankind ; for if it had, he would 


D _ 
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timid have expreſſſy revealed it, and not le: q 
the world thus long in the dark ; for dzv:nes of the 
"greateſt note and emmence, have never been able to 4 4 
find out any ſuch intimation of his pleafure in hah A 
writ : And if he had preferred any particular form, 
it is no ways probable that he ranld have x 
that of the Jfarktes, his favourite people, to have 
been ſo often changed, as we find it was no lefs than 
five times: It looks as if theſe feveral alterations of 
their conſtitution were permitted, on purpoſe to con- 
vince the world that every form was alike indifferent 
to him; and that he left it to the prudence of euer 
nation to make choice of that, which beft ſuted their 
own fempers and circumſtances, and that if any people 
Found their's defective, the fault was their own if it 
was not reformed. And this being the true origin of 
civil government, it is a very natural inference that 
rulers derive their authority under GOD, from that 
conſtitution to which they belong; for it is abfurd to 4 7 
ſuppoſe, that &ings and governours are ſent down im- 
mediately from heaven, with their commiſſions in their YT 
hands : And fince the power of the civil ruler flows 
from the conſtitution he is under, the natural extent 1 C 
of it is limited by the maxims of doing that, n yd | 
bd and _ to all under that n *. 3 
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2. It is Cuner: upon the throng that eee - FT 
giſtrates to cheir reſpective offices. Every one's call; 1 1 
and ation i in the world is of GOD, he has appointed 9 8 
the time of our coming upon the ftage of action, the 1 1 

part we ſhall manage, nd. when we hall retire. and 
Wl make room for others. Thus Moſes was called to 
FR conduct Hrael his people ; but the prieſthood was ſet- 

1 led 12255 ae e race was his aer 1 
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= humble the pride of the Jews ; and Alexander was 
ed up to overthrow the perſian monarchy. One 
5 defigntd to weild the fword, another to hold the 
L | Hrs one to adviſe as an oracke of policy, another to 
f 1 Excute. The powers that be, are ordained of GO D, 
1 nd no man taketh this bonour to himſelf : The thrones 
of earthly princes are his; thus it is faid of Solomon, 
1 F at he ſat upon the throne of the LoRD as king, in the 

room of David his father. Promotion comes not from 


the eaſt or weſt, north or ſouth; does not drop down 
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Nt from the clouds, or ſpring out of the earth, nor is 
7) plowyn into men's hands by the wind; but GOD 5s 
EY the judge, he putteth down one, and  ftteth up another; 
3 * him kings reign, and princes decree juſtice; by him 
af 2 inces rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 
121 There have been ſome fanaticks,' that, in the 


I _ terms, have denied the divine right of civil 
of r, and aſſerted that no man's conſcience was bound 
to a ſubmiſſion to them, and to oppoſe their authority, 
was no immoral act: of this ſtamp were the Mani- 
zeir 7 bees, the German Anabaptiſts, and other enthuſiaſtic 
all b — ſince, who, under a pretence of ſetting up 

the throne of Cnxisr, have been for ſubverting the 
bi | © thrones of kings, as if they were diametrically oppoſite 
as GOD and Belial, as heaven and hell; but this i- 
to confront the ſovereignty of the mf ibigh, who in 
the plaineſt terms aſſures us, that the higher powers 


bps." 
Ween | 


0 are from him, and have the impreſs of divinity upon 
wed © | chem. But chen this is, in a mediate manner, for there 
the ss no zi to dominion by GOD's immediate deligna- 
and ton, as it was in David's caſe, and his ſucceſſor Sols- 
_ . — no propbet or v1fion' is now to be looked for, 


and there | is no king or ruler upon the earth, that, it 
he pretends to ſuch a right to gevern,. is able to make 
& D 2, Out 
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rulers are comſtituted, from the king upon the throne, 3 


benefit of men: The civil ruler is ex preſily called 
_ GOD's miniſter, Rom. 13. and it is there ſaid, that 


ſelf, and his own intereſt ; for being infinitely 2 | 


he ey 40 us good, and N us for = enjoymentl 
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out his claim: It is by the mediation of men, that 


" the loweſt officer under him, and nothing but ordi- | 9 

ary providence is to be expected in it. The apoſtle 
Peter calls government, avg» arg an ordinance f f 
of man, not becauſe it is introduced by man without 3 
4 divine mandate, but becauſe it is inſtituted for the | 


SEE 8 NNE 
2 
= p 


there 1s no power, but of GOD ; and therefore he de- [ 
mands the loyalty and ſubjection 'of the chriſti an Roman 
to their authority in things juſt and right. It is obſer- | Mp 
vable that Nero, that monſter of fyranny and cruelty, z 
had the imperial dignity at that time, and yet as he 
was advanced to it by the providence of GOD, he 
muſt be ſubmitted to, 1 obeyed in all /awful things 
The uſurpation of power and the abuſe of it, are 1 
*© not of GOD, for he is not the author of confi fon, 6 
or of /in, but the power itſelf is his.“ 

Having thus ſaid, that nagiſtrates are appointed by 
CHRIST the great Lord and head of the altea boch, ® 
I I 'ſhall now proceed to conſider, Try 26 2 | | | 

3. The defign of their conſtitution, the duty incun- 
bent on them, and what GOD himſelf, and the people. 1 
over whom they prefide, juſtly expect from them. Now q | 
the great end of government is the good of the Un haf 3 Y 
This is the 7 deſign of CHRIST himſelf, in his 1 
rule over us; it cannot be any-ways to advance him 


in himſelf, he doth not want us, nor is he capable of 
receiving any advantage at all from us; but it is that 
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of himſelf, which is the ſupreme dignity and happrneſs 
of the rational creature; that he may rectify the diſ- 
orders of our natures, reſtore his image bright in us, 
and raiſe up to himſelf beautiful temples out of the 
$-1ins of apoſtacy, and mould us into that divine form 
which is requiſite to prepare us for the heavenly world 
fand our everlaſting abode there: To this end both 
the doctrinal and preceptive part of his religion natu- 
rally tend; and in this, his providential diſpenſatioms 
do all concur & unite ; and if this gooddeſign of his 
government over us is not reached, it is our own fault. 
Nov in this the GOD of heaven is a pattern to our 
earthly Gops; and it is their duty and glory to imi- 
tate him herein; for in nothing can they reſemble 
him more than in concerting meaſures, and laying 

s. out themſelves for the good of others: They are ſtiled 
nunſing fathers, and as ſuch muſt be as extenſively 
2T beneficial as they can, to all under their care, protect 
the innocent, right the injured, encourage the diligent, 
ſupprſs diſorders, puniſh the diſobedient, defend the 
poor and needy, the widows and fatherleſs from fraud 
and violenec ; and how little does that nagiſtrate com- 
port with his character, who does not make theſe his 
governing deſign. Civil power is not to be looked 
upon as an empty, inſignificant name, a meer ſound 
without ſubſtance : The ſun in the heavens was not 
placed in his exalted ſphere, merely to be gazed at, 
but to afford light and heat to the earth, for the pro- 
Py duction of grain and fruit, herbs and flowers, for the 
delight and benefit of mankind : And the more exal- 
2 OO perſons ſuſtain, ſo much the greater care 
and guſineſs lies upon their hands, that inſtead of in- 
dulging themſelves in caſe and delicacy, they are to 
Watch night and day, and be always contriving — 
=_ acme 
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actiue for the proſperity and welfare of their * ＋ 
But they ſfiould be eſpecially concerned to promote 
the honour and intereſt of religion among the people, 4 ' 
by good /aws, and their good example : It is the main 8 
qualification of a governour, that he endeavours to 
make his ſubjects good men and good chriſtians, obſe- 
quious to the Jaws of GOD, and loyal to the crown 
of heaven: And thoſe of ſupreme dignity ſhould ex- 
erciſe ſpecial care, that the trutbs and ways of GOD 
are not reproached by the % principles and practices 
of thoſe in et powers: This was the 980d 
reſolution of the pious _ David, Plalin ci. 3, 6. 1 
2 ſet no wicked thing, or perſon, before mine eyes, 
T hate the work of them that turn afide, it ſhall nat 
"cleave to me: Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of 8 . 
the land. Thoſe only he would ſearch for, and pra- * 
mote, that would 1 and act for wk honour of GOD, 
after — ke from ſelfiſh — to enrich. or 
-aggrandize themſelves by empaveriſhing their ſubjects : | * 
As they rule by CHRIST, they ſhould rule for him, 3 
and make it evident by their good lives, that autbority 
and religion, grace & government, are not inconſiſtent 
things. May they for ever be conjunct and inſepa- 
rable in the /eg;//atrve powers of this lanßc. 
« We think it well becomes our high place and $ 
t Hartan, ſaid that excellent Emperor Ted, to 8; 
« give admonitions and injunctions to our ſuljects con- 4 ; 
cerning religion. ” Again fays he, We do no- 
<« thing in the heat of war, or the cool retirements | 
te of peace, but conſult and order how the good 22 
of our empire may truly worſhip GOD, and ſpend i 
« their days in his ſervice. ”” This was a noble ſpeech; 


and it is the glory of a chriſtian governour to ay 220 
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ho likewiſe, to advance the religion of GOD our Sa- 
2Þ 1008, to be a guardian to his churches, a patron of 
1 pirtue, a promoter of learning, and to ſhine in all the 
races that adorn the chriſtzan : I heſe are the moſt. 
pPlendid ornaments; in a prince's crown, attractive of 
t e divine love, the delight of angels, and the admi- 
ation of men: Such a magiſtrate is a man afterGOD's 
hen heart, and may depend upon the divine conduct 
In his affairs perſonal and political: This will com- 
4 in. and the moſt profound reverence, and the higheſt 
pve and bonaur —_ his people : Then will- theſe 
"Kpoſtolick canons come with a peculiar emphaſis, 
and they will ſee the admirable beauty of them: Be 
he /ubject ta every ordinance of man, for the LorD's 
1 r put them in mind to be ſubje to principalities 
2 1 powers; ; to obey magiſtrates, &c. Indeed a people 
under the influence of religious principles and ſtrongly 
= * | 1 With a ſenſe of their duty to GOD, and 
„Fightly diſtinguiſhing betwixt the man and the office, 
| «1 obey a bad magiſtrate in things not in themſelves 
unk 55 Thus the chri/tians were obſervant of the 
„ Imperial edicts of Commodus, Phoras, &c. but it can- 
t| 9 not be thought to be with that Freedom and alacrity 
as to a good ruler. The oat ſpeaking of the —— 
Fon of magiſtracy, ſays, that rulers are not à terror to 
4 04 works, but to the evil. They ſhould appear like 
I 7 e HOST of GOD formidable and terrible, the cheru- 
eins chat guarded the tree. of life with the flaming 
3 ws of juſtice in their hands, to execute wrath up- 
2 ur. the bald and. daring, cr criminals, and to ſuppreſs 
ice, and immorality, i in all its forms aud complexions, 
Hand to drive it if poſſible out of the land: ” Wickednef 
ab; n tends to _ a people of the divine ſmiles 
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ties upon them. The proſperity of a province infalli- | 
bly depends upon the favour and bleſſings of heaven, 
but if GOD be gone from us, what can be expected J 
but a feries of woes and jud; gments? Such a people 1 
cannot ſubſiſt long, but muſt inevitably ſink into diſ- 
grace and ruine, which to prevent ſhould be the care 
and endeavour of the civil ruler. The apoſtle adds | 
— @ praiſe to them that do well; that do their own | : 
a bb neſs, that confine their zeal and activity 
within their own limits, and wherein bey are called 
of GOD, there abide, and are faithful; © theſe ſhall | 
have the cou ntenance and protection of thoſe under F | 
whom they ſerve. | 
But its time that I proceed to the next particular to 3 | 
be conſidered, vz. = 
The qualifications of the Gil qndieiſtrats; or het 2 | 
he mu be according to the direction of CHRIST, to an- 
fewer the defign of his conſtitution, and that he ma yl 
charge with fidelity, and to divine acceptance, the; im- 
portant truſt repoſed in him. It is not every man that 
is fit to govern, how much ſoever he may think him- 
felf qualified for it : The weight of government is too 
heavy to be laid upon every one's ſhoulder, they muſt 
be able men to ſurmount its difficulties, and wad tro 
its emergencies. There may be many excellent qua-. 
lities in a man, and yet he may not have a turn for 
government: The great & glorious characters by which 
rulers are known & diſtinguiſhed in the ſacred oracles 
convey to us ſuch ſublime ideas, as cannot be in a 
meaſure anſwered, except by here and there one of al 
exraordinary genius: ocker they are 
with the title of Gop's, Exod. 22. 28. Thou ſhalt mt 
revil the CoD. GOD himſelf ſtiles them 10 3 aodf 
how much does it magnrfy their office, and what e- ; . 
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i- verence and honour does it call for from us? They 
are {tiled the /7ghts of a people. Thus the royal David 
was the gbt of Iſrael: They are lights for ſplendor, 
2X counſel and comfort; and what greater title can be 
given of a mortal man ? or, what more is ſpoken of 
X GOD himſelf ? GOD is hebt ; wiſdom and know- 
S led ge, power, purity and all perfection is comprehend- 
ed in it. Sometimes they have the character and ſtyle 
ty of /brelds of the earth, Pl. xlvi..g.. The ſhields of the 
"XZ earth belong to the Lox D; i. e. magiſtrates, the pro- 
tectors and guardians of a nation, are dependant upon 
60D : And it is a great blefling to a people to have 
cb ſhields, eſpecially when it may be faid of them, 
that they belong to the Loxp; that is, not only con- 
— by him, but devated to him, employed tor his 
# honour, and his people's intereſt : Then he is greatly 
| exalted, when princes and governours and inferiour _ 
| officers exert their power to promote the kingdom & 
intereſt of Cur1sT, & to defend their people from inſult 
|. &] oppreſſion, I ay, when we reflect upon ſuch titles 
of the civil magiſtrate, as they ſuggeſt io us ſomething 
very ſuperiour, and are almoſt apt to raiſe our thoughts 
1 of him as another ſort of being, that approaches nearer 
to divinity than mankind generally does, ſo to expect 
from him ſomething proportionably great and good. 
It was Jethro's advice to Moſes, to provide out. of all 
| the people, able men, ſuch as fear GOD, men of truth, 
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* inthe heart, is the firſt and beſt qualification in a 

nagiſtrate. It is the juſt obſervation of one, that 10 
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a great man; all other accompliſhments ſeparate from te 
this, will looſe their luſtre and glory: It is piety that yd 
makes the face of a ruler to ſhine. This is his brighteſt | L 
ornament, as holineſs is the moſt orient pearl in the = 
crown of heaven : All the bright ornaments of Greece, L I 
or all the Roman dictators and conſuls were not f | 1 
great & honourable as the chriſtian magiſtrate cloathed | 3 3 : 
with the robe of holineſs, & reſplendent in the image fi 1 
GOD : All the eloquence and oratory of Cicero; or 
all the great atchievements and conqueſts of Czſar, for | 3 f 
which they have been ſo much celebrated, don't ren- 
der them worthy of that eſteem, love and honour 1 
which is juſtly paid to a chriſtianGovernour; who, by 
the charmes of his good example, the noble conqueſt i 
of his own luſts and paſſions, his holy zeal for GOD, c 
and faithful endeavours to advance the beſt intereſts = - 
of his people, is render'd worthy of the higheſthonour. . 
GOD himſelf eſteems and honours ſuch a ruler, and / 
will honour him in the regions of the bleſſed : He t 
now ſhines as the fun when he goes forth in his frrength; 1s 
and ſhall hereafter ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment in the world of light and glory. | 
The Gops of a people ſhould adorn their exalted | 
Nations with ſobriety, righteouſneſs and ſanctity. They | 
are, as one orci, lights upon a hill viſible to all, | 
and they cannot tranſgreſs, but like the echpſe of the 
| Jun, every one obſerves it, and the ſmalleſt defect in 
them obſcures the whole orb of their virtues. The 
Roman Optimates were ſo to behave in all things as to 
make their conduct approved by every good man, and 
worthy the imitation of all: Their Cenſors and Præ- 
tors were to inſpect the morals, and correct the vices 
and extravagancies of the people. It was given in 
charge by the GOD of Jrael, to the electors of the 
empire to chuſe the perſon that he ſhould nominate 
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4 to be their king; and to the king ſo elected, to act un- 
Y der the influence of religious laws in his adminiſtration, 
Deut. 17. 18. I. ſhall be when he fitteth upon the throns 
7 his kingdom, that he ſhall write him a copy of this . 
I 8 law, and it ſhall be with him, and he ſhall read therein 
ll the days of bis life, that be may learn to fear the. 

4 not liſted up, and 
that he turn not afide from the commandment to the 
= r:ght hand or to the left: And to excite him to this, 


and to induceto practice what he read, he is told the 
advantage that his religion would be unto him, vix. 
that it would prolong his government, and entail a 


V ueſing upon his poſterity, Secular dignity lays no 
foundation for a bleſſed hope, tranſlates no man to the 
cCaleſtial paradiſe : "Tis only bolzneſs that qualifies for 
= -2ppinefs, the viſion of CurIsT wpon the throne, and 
| the rivers of pleaſures that flow from it, The ſand#ti- 
Hing work of the divine ſpirit upon the ſoul, and his 
teſtimony to it, in concurrence with our own ſpirit, 
is that alone which can give us that ſweet peace 
which paſſeth all — ing, a divine calm in a 
| dying hour, and afford us a comfortable proſpect of 
future glory. It is not the coat and character of a 
miniſter of ſtate, that will be any advantage to him in 
the great audit-day, that will ſecure him from the 
animadverſions of the ſupreme Jupoꝝ, or render his 
doom any thing leſs ſevere: It won't make in his fa- 
vour to plead, that he has been a ruler over men, and 
ſuſtain'd ſuch a pt. Tis nothing but our graces, 
and good works, the genuine product of them, that will 
recommend us to the divine acceptance: If our ſtation | 
and buſineſs be high, if we have not the hearts of 
fincere humble chr:/tzans, we ſhall have but the greater 
nn. and fall at laſt. Our earthly 6ops muſt 
E 2 ſtand 
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ſtand at the me Barr, and be judged by the ſame 
rule with their people; and without an impreſſion of 
the divine character upon them, they ſhall have the 
doom of the wicked and fethful ſervant, and be ex- 


cluded the blifsful preſence and kingdom. of GOD 


for ever. We ſee then the obligation upon magiſtrates | i 


to be god” men: *Tis abſolutely neceſſary to them- 


ſelves and their own comfort in the preſent, and hab 4 f 
pineſs in the coming world; and it is neceſſary to their 
people, to form them to religion and virtue, by the = 


ſhining e of 1 it in their own =— 


Great knowleds e and wiſdom, are ſerial | 


* 4 . - . 


and dee men, nd like the — — 1 
ruler of the Jews, who conducted his people; as in 
the integrity of his heart, fo with the ſeillfulneſs of bis 

hands : How can the grand intentions of government 
be ſerved, or how can government itſelf be ſecured 
from contempt, when it falls into weak and unſkillful 
Hands ? If the blind lead the blind, there's no need of | 
an oracle from heaven to foretel the conſequents. Ocu- | 
lum cum ſceptro, was the Egyptian emblem of govern-„ 


ment. ft is the fame frantick madneſs, fays Dr. 


= Henry More, to exile prudence out of the affairs of 3 


cc Aare as to exclude reaſon out of the mathematicks 
and philoſophy. 

It bodes well to a people wet it may be faid of FOR 
as Ezek. 27. 8. Thy wiſe men, ob Tyrus that were in 
thee, were thy pilots. Men {killed in the art of navi- 
gation, and could direct their brave fleets in times and 
places of e their ſafety and proſperity conſiſted 
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very much in having ſuch wiſe men in fo uſeful and 
important a ſervice. Magiſtrates are the pilots of a 
people, and therefore muſt be men of great wiſdom 
and prudence ; an ignorant pilot is a ſoleciſm, and to 
XZ what purpoſe is the office of a magiſtrate without abi- 
lity to execute it? A weak and giddy head will ſoon 
cauſe a ſtaggering body, and a ruined ſtate : The po- 
litical houſe muſt inevitably fall that has the ſlender 
reed, inſtead of ſtrong pillars, to ſupport it. Knows 
edge and wiſdom are the two eyes of the magiſtrate ; 
with one he views the people in their conſtitution, 
tempers and outward circumſtances, what are their 
dangers, and from what cauſes they ariſe, and what 

may be done to prevent them; with the other he 
forms ſuch ſchemes, and applies ſuch remedies as are 


proper to the caſe. Who then is ſufficient for theſe 


2 things? where is the man that anſwers the character 
of an accompliſhed ruler ? he is like Elihu's interpre- 


ter, one among @ thouſand, Indeed almoſt every man 
thinks himſelf qualified to ſet at helm, guide and go- 


vern publick'affairs. ;'but this is becauſe he is both a 
= ſtranger to himſelf; and to the difficultiesof government. 


3. Courage zs a neceſſary and excellent quality in a 


magiſtrate. Knowledge of the ſtate of the province, 
and wiſdom to conduct its affairs to advantage, will 


be to but little purpote without courage : Theſe in 


conjunction won't fail to diſtinguiſh a man amongſt 


thoſe of his own rank and order; but if he poſſeſſes 


the former, the latter being wanting, it may be of ill 


conſequence, as it may deter him from ſpeaking or act- 


ing freely, in any matter that lies before him. If the 


head is crowded' with ſublime and noble ideas, and 
theſe ranged in moſt beautiful order; 'tis courage 


38 An Elation SERMON. = 
muſt draw them out into act and exerciſe, and render |. | 
them ſerviceable to the publick. A cowardly magiſ- i 
trate is like the timerous hare in a Hon's den; the 
frown or check of a great perſonage will frighten him 
out of his conſcience, and obſtruct the execution of 
juſtice. The Athenian judges, held their, courts. in 
Mars-ſtreet, to ſhew that they had martial fire, tho 
cloathed with 4pollo's robes. 


4. They muſt be juſt men. The GOD and gover- 
nour of the world is 5ſt, and in this a pattern to rulers, 
who ſhould endeavour to be 7 ghteous as he is ie. 1 
| ous. This is what he expreſſly requires of them; the Þ 
1 GOD of Iſrael ſaid it, and the rock of Iſrael ſpake it. 1 I 
| He that ruleth cer men muſt be juſt. Juſtice obliess 
| the magiſtrate to deal fairly and righteouſly between 
N man and man, to protect the innocent, and right the 
injured. There is an iniquity to be puniſbed by the 
judges; and there is a reward for the righteous, which 
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| the miniſter of juftice- muſt ſee diſtributed, as he would i : 
q not bear the ſword in vain. The juſt ruler will take 
care that righteous laws, and none but ſuch, are im- 1 | 
| poſed upon the ſubject; and when made, that they are 
| enforced with proper ſanctions, and duly executed 1 5 


| 

| according to the regards that are paid to them. The 73 
| Egyptians were uſed to picture their Judges without | 
hands, as ſome other nations have done without eyes, 
| that they might not be guilty of bribery, which ond. 
eth the eyes of the wiſe, and perverts the words of 4. 
if teouſneſs. The oppolite to this, viz. injuſtice, is re- ? 
l pugnant to the laws of GOD, and the precepts of 
Ehriſtianity ; and the unjuſt man is abborred of the | 
Lord : The apoſtle's words are ſhocking, and one | 
would think fat icient for ever to deter men | from the | 


TY practice 


tf ice of this fin, 2 Thefſ. ii. 12. So that injuſtice 
zs a fin that is inconſiſtent with the fear of GOD, or a 
4 principle of grace in the ſoul : Tis impoſſible that 
| there can be ſincere and undiſſembled prety towards 
| GOD, where there is not righteouſneſs towards men. 
* Tis one of the main ſtrokes in the character of a 
citizen of Zion, that he walketh uprightly, and worketh 
| 71ghteouſneſs. | 


F. And finally. They muſt be men 'of a publick 
| ſpirit ; ſeeking the good of all their people, and not to 
= enrich themſelves : The avaritious magiſtrate is com- 
pared by the prophet to a 200 ravening the prey, and 
aiming at nothing but to get diſhoneſt gain, Ezek. 22. 
27. When it may be ſaid of a magiſtrate, hie eyes and 
tbine heart are not but for ' covetouſneſs, what but 
miſchiefs to the publick, oppreſſion and every fort of 
villany may be expected from him? © 
Thus I have conſidered the guakfications of civil 
rulers; or what they are to be and do, according to 
ke that power they have received from ChRIS＋TH, and that 
n- relation wherein they ſtand. And when rulers are 
thus qualified, it is from CHRIST: He is the fountain 
of all good, and diſtributes his bleſſings as pleaſeth 
he him; and they are his gifts and graces that adorn the 
= magiſtrate, and in which he ſhines. + e 


I am now to conſider, 8 
In the 5th and laſt place. The regards which 
& CHRIST upon the throne, who has conſtituted civil rulers, 
| pull have us pay to them. Now we are to honour 
them as temporal fathers ; to ſupport the dignity of 
| government by paying them their juft tributes ; to 
| pray for the divine bleſſing upon their perſons and 
Aaniß Th ad- 
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adminiſtrations; and to yeild a voluntary and cheartul | 
ſubjection to them. i in all their law ful demands. The 
debt of honour to them is a moral ee Joubtles 
couched, under the law of the - th: commandment. 
Honour the king, which may include inferibur officers, 
is alſo an apoſtolick charge: This honour is to be ex- 
preſſed by outward geſtures, and by defending and 
preſerving their character againſt ſuch maltcontents as 
make too free and bold with it , ſpeak evil of dignities, 
and reproach their adminiſtration; and by rendering 
them that tribute or cuſtom which is proper in their 
exalted ſtations. And then, as we ſhould pray that 
they may be under the divine influence and conduct, 
from the KING upon the throne to the weſt 522 E 
under him, ſo we ſhould ſabmit to every ordinance. of 
man for the Lo RD'sS ſake ; the apoſtle's words are awful 
Rom. 13. 2.  Whoſoever refiteth the power, refifteth 
the ordinance of G0. D; and they that refift ſhall receive 
fo thenzſelves damnation + It intends /awful authority; 
for it is no fault at all, but a duty to diſobey, if theſe 1 
injunctions are oppoſite to the laws of GOD: It is an 7 
eternal maxim of truth, n GOD muſt be n 2p 
rather than man. H 
But I may not enlarge upon theſe things, but pak 1 
to the uſe of what has been ene in ſome en 1 
omitting others. | 7 
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Usz I. How great and Jncomprabenfitl is ths 
myſtery, CHRIST upon the throne, wearing the crown, || 
and ſwaying the ſceptre there. Tis his humanity: tha 
i is the ſubject of all this honour. As GOD he was not | 
| capable of advancement, but has a natural right to the | 
N throne, and to all the grandeur, properties and powers 
„ of 1 it: But aus foe, and Sh ſhould be fo raiſed and 

| — Wang ———— — dignifel 
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dignified by being united to the Son of GOD, is a 
e moſt ſurprizing project of unſearcheable wiſdom, and 
comprehended by none but GOD himſelf; the apoſtle 
: calls it ue Aug eο. that GOD Was manif, eft in fleſh, wr 
and recieved up to glory. There can be no greater diſ- 
proportion than between infinite & finite, GOD & man, 
the CREATOR & a creature; and yet theſe are fo con- 
oined as to conſtitute one perſon. What ſtrange pa- 
radoxes are theſe, viz. That the mighty GOD is a 
Child born, and the everlaſting FATHER, a Son given; 
that the eternal was made' in time; and the immortal, 
at mortal; and yet continuing eternal, infinite : Oh in- 
effable diſplay of wiſdom ! The reſult whereof will 
be the admiration and praiſe of its glories, in an end- 
3 Heſs duration: To unite a rational foul to a lump of clay, 
or to join a chd of earth to the ſun, is the effect of 
a boundleſs ſtrength ; but the union of the divine and 
buman nature in the perſon of CHRIST, is an effect of 
wiſdom and power infinitely beyond theſe : The 
angels of light & glory are not herein comprehenſors, 
but are prying into it; and it will be the matter of 
ed their eternal inquiries, 655 M 


= Usz II. We infer, That CHRIST upon th? throne is 
to be praiſed for his royalty, and for all the diſplays of 
bis goodneſs and mercy t ourſebves and others, to our 
ing and nation, and to our land. Tis the employ of 
the happy myriads that guard his throne, to aſcribe 
ing and. bonour and thankſgiving to him: The pro- 
W phet Jaiab beheld, and heard the ſervices thus paid 
to him, in an univerſal conſent and harmony; and 
W with ſuch a ſtrong affection and fervent zeal, that, as 
| the v//jonary difciple repreſents it, their voices were 

ind as thunder; aud ao oelodions as arpers, harp 
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ing with their harps. And this ſhould be our employ 
While here on earth; we ſhould bear a joyful part in 
the new Jong which the angels ing; 2 ſhould cle. WY 
brate him as our vicforious deliverer from the united 
powers of fin. and hell; and as the actual beftower of 
all thoſe bleſſings upon us, to which the comfort of 
the preſent, life is owing, and on which our future and 
everlaſting happineſs depends; woe ſhould often reflect 
upon the many and various inſtances of his goodneſs to 
us; and mention, with pleaſure, his great goodneſs to- 
words the houſe of.our 1ſrael, which he hath beſtowed 
uon them, from our beginnings unto this day; and 
how from a /mall number, we are increaſed to a great 
multttude_; our religious and civil liberties, our mag 47 
kracy and miniſtry, our churches and colleges, are the BF 
rich & invaluable bleſſings of CuRIsT upon the throne ; 
and which loudly call for our grateful acknowledge- 
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ments this day. And now, Bleſſed be the Loxp GOD, il 
the GOD of New-EncLAnD, who only doth wondrous Bil 
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hings, and le ed be bis glorious name forever; and let i 
all the people ſay, Amen. We have great cauſe to be 
thankful for the good government we are under, both 
as to the Kix and miniſiry at home; and thoſe in 
immediate authority over us. And we would take this 
moſt publick occaſion to expreſs our gratitude to the 
MosT Hicn, for the remarkable preſervation of the 
life of our Kine, and his royal so the Duke 9 
Cumberland, in the late battel at Dettingen. And 

ur obligation to | gratitude is greatly increaſed by Bi 
his - deliverance from the late defigned French in. 
wafion'; which if it had ſucceeded, what dire cala- 
mities would have been conſequent upon it, the nation 
would have been an aceldema, a field of blood & rapine, 


. z 


and reduced to ſlavery: Thanks be to the Loxp T= » 
tt eee. 
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| tbe throne, that has not given the nation over as: a. 
prey to her adverſaries; but has broken their purpoſes, 
XX diminiſhed their forces, and made them unable to ac- 
mn compliſh their miſchievous devices. . Let us now 
. deſtruction of the „ee hoſt, Ta ad. blow 
== 7h thy wind, and ſcattered them, the ſea. covered * 
= zhem, they ſunk as lead in the mighty. waters; Is Yo 15 
le unto thee, Oh Log, ---- fearful in praiſes, doing 
= wonders, And now may GOD yet and long preſerve 
te lamp which be hath ordained for his anointed; pro- 
4 tect and defend him from all ſecret attempts and open 
violence, and may he be wiſe as an angel of GOD to 
conduct the great affaus of the 5 in this cloudy 
day,; and may he /utceed in the preſent war, and his 
WT juſt arms prove vic forious] and doubt not but that 
it is the united voice of all the ſons of Ne gland, 
= GOD ſave King Groxok, and ſpeak well : of his ſer- 
= vt, and of his royal bouſe, for. a great while. to Come. 


MC Us: III. Doth the Lord unser Teign,: let! ps al a 
and in awe of him, and nt: in a ſlauiſb fear and 
== dread of any of our fellow-creatures. He that is 
and exalted above all, is greatly to be feared. bis power is 
infinite; whereas thepower of man is limited and can 
extend no farther thenGOD permits. When his people 
che Jeus were dejected by the numbers and threats 
of their enemies, he rebukes their fears, and tells them 
how abſurd and impious it was to be in ſuch dread of 
5 dying men, Iſai. 51. 12.: -— Who art thou that thou 
© ſhouldeſt be 2 — of a man that ſhall die, and of the 
12 of. man, — — Bl ys 4s Es: and. ad forget 
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"theLoRD thy. nate. The royal pſalmi/t, with a vigo- 
rous faith, triumphs in GOD, the GOD of his err, 
when the wicked, even his enemies came upon him to eat 
1 his fleſh; and nobly reſolves, that though an hoſt 
ſhould encamp againſt bim, his heart. ' ſhould not fear, 
and tho war ſhould ariſe againft him, in this he would 
be confident.” CnrIsT upon the throne,” is theLoxp of 
HosTs ; and whatever miſchievous intentions our 
enemies, by ſea or land, may have againſt us, he can Wl: 
protect us, who is 7he Lox ſtrong and mighty, the 
'Lomp mighty in battel ; and he will do ſo if we make 
him our friend. Let us then fear and reverence him, | 
and we are ſafe; he will hide us in his pavilion; 
be will ſet our feet upon a rock, and J ode up our 82 : 
above our enemies round about Us, _ . 


ho . en 


Usx IW. Hach the Lozp upon the Throne ap- 
bad civil rulers for the good of his people, they 
ſhould then endeavour to comport with the deſign of 
their advancement.” My honoured Fathers, CRI T 
In his providence has conſtituted you the ow guar- 
dians of our lives, religion and properties; a very 
great and important truſt is herein committed to you; 
and the eyes of GOD, angels and men are upon 1 1 
„ to obſerve you in the management of it. 1 
| | I Toexcite yon then to fidelity herein, be pleaſed to 
* conſider, and bear upon your minds theſe three things, . 
| 


viz. Who it is that you act for: That your time is 
' TFmitedand ſhort : And, the account you muſt quickly 
ö ker up to the Sent and N den GE of. os 4 
world. 1 
Who it is s you act for; and that you are We mini- 


W CHRIST, the Low of heaven and earth; and 


ind act by him, it * be for kim His Ts intereſt ſ 
and 
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BY bud glory, and the good of this . ſhould be 
n, 3 Hour governing deſign in all your debates and reſolues, 
, and /aws, that you paſs : And if it be fo, you may 
expect the divine preſence with you, and that GOD 
bimſelf will ſtand in the congregation of the mighty, &c. 
And then you may expect that you will be the happy 
Winſtruments of our peace and proſperity, and of the 
erowth and flouriſhing of religion among us; then 
ruth will ſpring out of the earth, and righteouſneſs wel 
bol down from heaven. 
= Again conſider, \ 
That your time of ſervice for CRI T and this 
people is limited and ſbort, T his is a melancholy 
motive, but ſhould be a quickning one, to our rulers, 
and to us all, to be active and diligent in the ſervice 
before us; as our Loxp himſelf was quickned in his 
work from this conſideration. Tis a dying world we 
| are in; our days on earth are as a JO, there is none 
| Whore are all the ſons of fame we read of 5 in paſt 
ages? And, where are thoſe that once were the lights 
of cur. Hfrael, our ſheilds and our glory? Sad expe- 
rience has often told us that earthly 6oDs die like men. 
How many ſhining examples of wiſdom, learning and 
piety have we ſeen adorning the chair and the council- 
board, which our eyes ſhall ſee no more? Where are 
WT the great names of Duplxv, STouGuToN; BURNIT, 
and others? Or, Where are the honourable gentlemen 
of a lower ſphere, the WIN THROPS, Hur CHINSONS, 
== S:warr, or the late honourable / Col. Duni EV, an 
inſtance freſh in our minds? Fixerwnr, ſed mortui ſunt; 
bey are all gone; and you, gentlemen, that ſucceed 
them are dying men: Your great and ſplendid titles, 
Vvour SITY es -won't exempt -you a moment 
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from death; but you that frame laws for others, are 
alike. ſubject with them to the law of mortality. Death 
ſtrains no compliments with earthly 60Ds : The man 
of honour muſt die as well as the clown or beggar; death 
will ſtrip him of his purple attire, and cover him with 
cold earth. Place yourſelves then, gentlemen, at the 
end of this beautiful. ſcene, and paſſing out of flying 
time into the world of ſpirits ; think and ſay with the 8 
royal pſalmiſt in the müdlt of his wealth and honours, 
Thou ba put,  Lorp, a meaſure to my days, and my 
ſubſtance is as nothing. Such reflections as theſe would 
be ſerviceable to excite you to diligence and fidelity, 
in the diſcharge of your duty, in your reſpective poſts 1 
of honour and ſervice. 1 


8 Again conſider, +: LIES 9 5 © —_ 

The account you muſt quickly give up to > the * "We 
nd. impartial Ju pen of the world. And how will 
magiſtrates, negligent of their duty, dare to hold up 
their guilty heads, before the flaming tribunal above ; 

when they ſhall be- charged not only with their o.] n 
—— ſins, but with all other's ſins, perpetrated by 
their contrivance? Such loads of guilt will expoſe them 
toa molt an doom and er in the 1 

Fn 


[| 3 8 py N your r the l 
1 een BoarD, and the honourable houſe of 4 
5 REPRESENTATIVES, ipattionlarly; in a few words, {a 


Wo May it pleaſe ou EXCELLENCY, whom the Lon af 
| upon the throne has ſeated.in«the._firft chair of dignity | 
and power oyer us; and ye acknowledge and adore Wi 
his kind hand of providence in it, and that your 
Erexkkxner s adminiſtration has been to general 
W125 | | ACCEPANES 
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3 acceptance among us ; "which affords us ground to 
hope that it will be your deſire and endeavour to make 


an 
th us happy, by a vigorous proſecution of every thing 
th within your ſphere, that is requiſite to promote the 


religious andciyil intereſts of this people. 

Four ExXCELLENCY has the honour of being placed 
at the head of a province, that has been as remarkable 
for piety towards GOD, and loyalty to the crown, as 
any one. in the Britiſh dominions : A province that 


id has been the delight and the care of heaven, and in a 
ty, very ſignal manner ſmil'd on and proſpered ; that it 
ſts | — be ſaid, - ho is hike unto thee, Oh people, ſaved 


1 by the LorD, the ſhield of thy help, and the ſword of 
2 excellency. And therefore, S1R,. your tender re- 
ards for us, and endeavour to make us, ſtill a more 


eat 
il Wouriſhing and happy people, will be an offering high- 
up y acceptable to the Loxp. A great opportunity is put 


4 41 into your hands to do us good ; and we would hope 
pt is becauſe GOD loveth bis people that he has ſet your 
by FRE*XCELLENCY, over us in ſuch a day and time as this: 
And that you will be the means of delivering u us from 
he! | he perplexing difficulties we are involved in, particu- 
= Warly by an unbappy Medium, uncertain as the wind ,and 
Huctuating like the waves of the ſea, and which lies 
IN L t the mercy of every one to riſe or fink at his plea- 
ture; thro' the unr:;ghteouſneſs whereof the land mourn- 
eth; and the cries of many are going up into the ears 
of the LoRD of Sabaoth. 
of I would alſo humbly aſk yourExCELLENCY's miles 
upon the Col LxOx, the chief ſeat of learning among 
Jus, the glory of NeEw-ENGL AND ; and elpecially at 
buch a time as this, when learning is deſpiſed and 
vilified as a thing prejudicial to the church and ſtate; ; 
whereas it Is the honour and ſafety of both, 
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I would further humbly beſeech your ExcELLENCY q Y 
to uſe your beſt endeavours and influence at Home, to | I 
' ſecure to us the many valuable privileges granted us 1 
by the oV AL CHARTER : YourEXCELLENCY's con- 
cern and regard for us in theſe things, will further en- F 
dear you to us; and as it will render you worthy of 6 
the higheſt eſteem, love and admiration of your people 
while you live, ſo your name will be mentioned with 
honour after your receſs. With this conſideration, 
Thetis comforts her brave ſon in Homer, that though 
he ſhould be ſhort lived, yet he ſhould continue him- WF 
ſelf in the admiration of poſterity ; by this means, tho WF 
you ſeek not glory to yourſelf, yet you ſhall obtain af 3 
good report, and your memory ſhall be bleſſed, when] 1 
the memory of the wicked ſhall periſh. But alas, what 
and how little is this compared with that honour, £1 
which CuRIsT pon the throne will confer upon you, 
as a recompence to your fidelity in his ſervice, and 
which infinitely . tranſcends all the honours of this * 
paſſing world, and {hall laſt for ever.. * 
I conclude with my earneſt wiſhes, that the beſt of * 
bleſſings may deſcend & reſt upon your ExCELLENCY's| * 
perſon & family to the period of a holy and happy life; 
and that you may be late tranſmitted to the bleſſed} "20 
f e of] N and glory above, Amen. i 
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Permit me now to apply myſelf to FY n : 3 
e and the honourable houſe of REPRESEN: 
 TATIVES. ; 


___ Gentlemen, © _ 

Thro' the good hand of our GO upon us, 500 
are met together to day to chooſe one bench of our 
legiſlature. Now there are ro things that ought tol : ; 
Jon * in Lu election ; One 1 * the * 


L 8 f 


A neſs of. the 3 you vote Su ee he; is a man af 
good knowledge and wiſdom, and a man of integrity; 
9 ik he is defectiye in theſe, he is certainly deſtitute of 
me eſſential qualifications for government. The other 
s this, In your choice have a principal regard for the 


1- 
of Eg ry of CHRIST upon the throne, and the good of your 


= | P ; not to pleaſe men, but GOD ; not to ſerve 
a party-ſpirit ; not to gratify any one's ambition or 
humour; not from a contracted ſelfiſh principle: I 
hope, gentlemen, you will deteſt ſuch low and ſiniſter 
eügns. Be pleaſed to think with yourſelves, before 


N- = 
0 ou caſt your vore, Will it be an act pleaſing to the 


Word Cnnisr, that I hold up my hand, or give my 
1 ote for ſuch A man? What is the principle that 
overns me in it? Is it becauſe, think him the moſt 
Wcapable, and beſt diſpoſed to ſerve the publick? Or 
u, have I ſomething elſe in view ? Let not prejudice or 
nd Een turn the ſcale; and ſuch a man be neglected 
hi or left out, becauſe he is not in ſuch a /cheme or party, 
4 Tho otherwiſe well qualified; and another take place 
- of 9 chat is leſs worthy, becauſe he has ſuch a turn of 
= hought, or is likely to ſerve ſuch a deſign. It was 
fe the complaint of a wiſe and political head, I 
Td 9 am not able to bear this people myſelf alane; and it 
PB Was good policy ( and ſoon became ſound divinity) 
which Jerbro gave him, to take wiſe men, and under- 
i . ending, and known among the tribes, and place ſuch 
co be rulers. Never did the circumſtances of this 
people call for more of the ſpirit of wiſdom and bnow- 
ns compaſſion & integrity, than at this day: When 
we tide ſerves, the wind blows favourably, and all 
bay s make for the voyage, a leſs degree of {kill may 
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| And, honour 4 Sirs, after the affair of this day i is 
over, and the ſeve ral branches of the Jeg:/lature: come 
to at i in concert, it is to be deſired, that you may all 
approve, yourſelves: what by y profeſin and character 
you are, the ſervants of the Lord Jesvs CRI TH; a 
title which no man has any cauſe to be aſhamed of, 3 
and which no an gel or arch angel, but is fond of; 
and that you manifeſt your love and byalty to bim, . 
in a reſolute and vi gorous oppoſition to every thing, that - 
tends to Hrn, His intereſt, and the flouriſhing of 
religion i in the truth and purity of it among us; 
And in a ſolemn and reverend regard to the DAY, the =” 
houſe and worſhip of GOD, and that a proper, care be BP" 
taken to prevent. the great and ſcandalous Kg er 
that ſome are age with in theſe reſpects 175 . 
ſenſible there are good and wholeſome laws prov ided, 
to oblige all perſons to attend the publick worſhip, and 1 
to prevent neceſſary travels upon the SABBATH ; ; 
but how little regard is paid to them? They are every 
day "trampled on, and in the open face of ſome. in 
authority, and yet there is little or no notice taken of 
it: This is an iniquity to be puniſhed. by the judges; 
but if the civil officer neglects his duty, the wh ole weed nn 
becomes guilty and mult ſuffer for. it, for there nec 
nothing more to make a fin publick,” an that 1: 
connived at by thoſe, in whoſe AN alone it 1s 10 
ſuppreſs it. 4/ * 
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o draw to a cloſe, Let us a lea al, 

| ledge the regency of Cubis, G ie to 5 
claims and demands. upon us. Our ty herein 
evident to be diſputed, and the conſequent ad 5 
of it is a dignity and felicity beyond all A 05 %| 
thought « or parallel, Hzaysn, with all its chart 


. 85 And 


tion SERMON. 51 


* 


>| F. and. delightful glory, 30 Will then be Ours; After a ſther:: 
run of ſervice, we ſhall be admitted into his temple: 
above, where our eyes ſhall ſee the KINo, and behold; 
he glory which the Fa ux has given him, and be 
hanged into the ſame image, from glory to glory: And 
"il 5 8. one Aar d. differs from another ſtar in glory, ſo the 
cards of bleſſedneſs ſhall. be proportion d to the de- 
rees of our ſervices here, and the honour done to 
ob by them. Let theſe conſiderations inſpire us 
Voith courage and reſolution in the ſervice of CHRIST; 
Hud let them be ſupporting conſiderations to us under 
Au dhe ſorrows of the preſent life. Here the belrever 
sin armour and battel with the united powers of ſin 
ud hell, which furiouſly attack him; and he is almoſt 
Sworn out with the long and tedious conflict ;. and 
Where he meets with numberleſs croſſes and contradicti- 
ens. Happy they, that are arrived at the heavenly: 
world, and got above the reach of every thing that is 
grievous : Bleſſed are the dead, that die in the Lord : 
There the foul reſts as in its proper centre, and deſires 
Hothing more than what it enjoys. But where ſhall. 
le ungodly and the finer appear? Cuxlsr i upon; the 
8 brone has power enough to eee, & puniſh them; 

nd will exert his power, as for the ſaluation of his 
4 \ pulling people, ſo for the deſtruction of all his enemies. 
e ſinner ſhall be ſhut out of his reviving preſence, * 
we no part in the honours of his throne, or the joys 
4 chat flow from it: They that now refuſe ſubmiſſion 
Jo his eaſy 2 oke, he will hereafter break with his iron 
6 


q 1 oa; and oppoſers of his perſon, ſhall be the victims 


; 7 2 Juſtice, | and the everlaſting monuments of his 
vratb and vengeance. Sinners are apt to-forgetCuRIST: 
In his exalted ſtate; they look rather upon his paſt life, 
his low and mean condition, and are fearleſs of any 
G 2 harm 


— — 


„ A Election "Re LON; 
harm dom one ſo degraded: They ſlight his threats be 


will feel the diſmal effects of them, to their everlaſting | 
confuſion. Who hath ever harden'd himſelf againſt 
GOD, and proſpered ? He can cruſh the daring rebel 
with greater caſe than we can the feeble worm: To 
allude to Job 41. 20. Out of his mouth goeth a flame; 


7s 'a king over all the children of pride. There is not 
any creature that has an arm as GOD ; or, that can 


fore the ſtrong wind, or briars and thorns to the raging 
fre? No more is the ſinner in his hand: He that 


triumphed over all the powers of hell, when ſet in 


when he preſumes to enter the lifts with him. He 
decks himſelf with majeſty and excellency, and arays 

himſelf with glory and beauty; he caſts abroad the 
rage of his wrath; beholds every one that is proud, 
and abaſes him; — upon him, and brings him low, 


audi treads the wicked under his feet; he girdeth him | 


ſelf with ſtrength unto battel, purſues his enemies and 
WO overtakes. them, as he did the E gyptian hoſt, in their 
purſuit of Zac, neither doth he turn again till they 
gainſt themſelves, and paving the way to their own 


trample his authority under their feet: They may 


drink of. the wine of the wrath of: GOD, which'is pour- 


ſeem to queſtion his ability to et Pthath, but they | 


1 AT when be — up himſelf, the mighty are Sar He 


thunder with a voice like bim ? What is the chaff be- 


battel array againſt him, can eaſily conquer the ſinner 


are conſumed. Sinners are but plotting miſchief a- 
deſtruction, when they are regardleſs of his laws, and 


think they act wiſely for themſelves; but they ſhall 
find it otherwiſe, repent their choice and u pbraid 
their folly when it is too late, and they ſhall come to 


eld out without: mixture into the cup of FLA indignution; „ 
and en be tormented wiſh Joy” and brimſtone, in the 


vgn 


TL _ 6 5 * 
* 1 .- * - 


Aa Elf $exuon; | od 53 


7 er of the 20 angel, and in the PT, a the 
mb. This, Oh ſinner, will be thy fate unleſs thou 
Wart wiſe betimes to make thy peace with the Sox of 
OD. Tis to be earneſtly wiſhed, that every poor 
land periſhing ſoul would be perſuaded to ſubmit to 
Cnkisr, accept him as his Lok, open his heart, aud 
invite him to come in, and be willing to let in d 
elf, and all, go to make room for him. And let us 
all expreſs our loyalty to CnRISTH by our ſubmiſſion to 
our civil rulers, who bear the title of GoDs, and are 
Winveſted: with ſometing of his authority. He requires 
us to render to all their dues, and to be ſubject to tbe 
hi ger powers for conſcience : ſake : If we do theſe things 
and render unto GOD the things that are GO D' 
and fo Cæſar the things that are Cæſar' s, then we ſhall 
enjoy that bleſſed calm in our own breaſts, which 
W ariſes from a ſenſe that we have done our duty; while 
we live, and ſhall have an happy tranſlation after death, 
from a world of fin, of ſnares and ſorrows, to immor- 


aality and peace, 2 1 Slory, with GOD and 1 


CHRIST above. 


7 


To condi. Let us all unite in are pre Te 
tion to GOD upon the throne, for his bleſſing upon 
the province, That he would pardon all the fins of it, 
according to the greatneſs of his mercy ; and reform 
every diſorder among us: And, that the hope of 1/raet 
may be our GOD and SAvious,' and not as a ſtranger 
in our land, or a way-faring man that turns aſide to 
tarry but for a night; but that he would be always 
in the midſt of us, and in this day of war and battle | 
be as a wall of fire around us, and appoint ſalvation to 
us for walls and bukoarks': That he would bleſs all 
orders and ONLY of men Lin ; and make r 
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officers peace, 15 our exactors righteouſneſs : And, | 
that the affairs of this day may be over-rul'd to His 
glory and the beſt good of this people: And particu- 
larly let this be your united ſupplication, my. fathers 
and:brethren.in the miniſtry, which was the original 
F Ain of Hur convention upon this anniver ſaryoccafion. i 
And now, May the G OD of peace and grace be 
with us, and do for us, and for this whole people, 
ex ceeding abundantly above all that we are able to 
alk or think; and may our hearts be perfect with the 
Lon our G 0 D, all our days, and may it be well 
with us for ever; for the ſake of Jesvs CnRIST, to 
whom with the FATHER, and the bleſſed Seikrr, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and praiſe, might, A 
and dominion „ both now, henceforth, and 1 in 
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